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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, OECD 

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE - COMMENTS ON STRUCTURE 
REF: (A) STATE 071198, (B) STATE 102109, PARAGRAPH 2 

1. CANADA AND NETHERLANDS SCIATTS HAVE COMMENTED IN- 
FORMALLY THAT US POSITION ON STRUCTURE IN REF (A) 

APPEARS TO BE IN ACCORD WITH THEIR OWN THINKING. AL- 
THOUGH US COMMENTS WERE CIRCULATED TO ALL DELEGATIONS 
THE ONLY SUBSTANTIVE REPLY CAME FROM US, AS FOLLOWS. 

2. THE UK IS GENERALLY IN ACCORD WITH US COMMENTS AND 
THEY SUPPORT ONGOING WORK OF THE SECTOR GROUPS. UK 
TAKES IT FOR GRANTED THAT THIS INCLUDES CONTINUATION 

OF SUB COMMITTEE OF ECONOMIC EXPERTS. THE ECONOMIC WORK 
SHOULD FORM THE BASIS OF INPUT NOT ONLY TO PROJECTS OF 
THE SECTOR GROUPS BUT ALSO TO THE AD HOC GROUPS. 

3. UK ENDORSES (PARAGRAPH 3(C)) REF (A) CONCEPT OF 
JOINT BUREAU MEETINGS. THEY DO FEEL, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE AS A WHOLE SHOULD ENDORSE THIS 
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IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE JUNE COMMITTEE MEETING. THEREFORE 
THEY ARE NOT IN COMPLETE ACCORD WITH PARAGRAPH 4 OF 
REF (A) BUT ARE CERTAINLY AMENABLE TO A JOINT BUREAU 
MEETING SOMETIME BETWEEN JUNE AND THE FOLLOWING 
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE. 
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